
 

 
ARKANSAS – SURVEY MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
TO: Laurie Lee, Trace Strategies 
FROM: Jacqueline Boggess – Director of Insights & Communications  
RE:   Survey of Registered Voters 
 
The information below was gathered by Cygnal through an advanced multi-mode (IVR + SMS + Email) 
survey of registered voters in Arkansas, conducted February 19 - 22, 2021. This survey has a sample 
size of n1000 and a MoE of ±3.10% at a 95% confidence interval. 

 
 
Summary & Recommendations 
Overall, Arkansans want parents to be in charge of their children’s education. Tax credits for donations 
to scholarships for low- and middle-income students and donations for grants to public schools that 
serve low- and middle-income students are both popular statewide. Additionally, both policies are 
popular across all demographic groups. You can shout the idea loud and proud across all of Arkansas! 
 
Tax credits for scholarships are supported by more than half of voters in all eight of the identified House 
Districts. They are slightly more popular in House District 49 than 75. Tax credits for grants are 
supported by more than 60% of voters from all of the eight HDs, with support highest in HDs 49 and 63. 
Since both proposals are so popular in HD49, that area’s representative could be a good torchbearer 
for this proposal. 
 
The fact that the funds will benefit low- and middle-income students makes 61% of respondents more 
likely to support them—highlight this when discussing the details.  
 

 

 
 

 

School of Choice Scholarship Donation Tax Credit 
HD estimates based on data science 

 Statewide HD4 HD24 HD49 HD63 HD65 HD75 HD79 HD92 
Support 56.3% 56.2% 56.0% 59.2% 56.4% 55.0% 51.9% 55.7% 56.9% 
Neither/Nor 16.0% 16.4% 15.5% 16.4% 16.8% 17.5% 16.9% 17.3% 16.1% 
Oppose 20.3% 18.2% 21.7% 17.1% 20.3% 19.9% 21.0% 18.3% 19.8% 
Unsure 7.4% 9.3% 6.9% 7.3% 6.6% 7.5% 10.2% 8.7% 7.2% 
Total 100.0% 100.0%
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Public School Grant Donation Tax Credit  
 HD estimates based on data science 

 Statewide HD4 HD24 HD49 HD63 HD65 HD75 HD79 HD92 
Support 61.0% 61.0% 61.5% 62.2% 62.4% 60.7% 60.9% 60.6% 61.1% 
Neither/Nor 15.0% 15.3% 13.8% 14.7% 14.6% 16.0% 15.5% 17.1% 15.8% 
Oppose 17.6% 16.5% 18.8% 16.0% 17.5% 17.8% 17.8% 17.1% 17.8% 
Unsure 6.4% 7.2% 5.9% 7.1% 5.6% 5.4% 5.8% 5.2% 5.3% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 
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Parents should be in charge of their child’s education.  
A majority of Arkansas voters do not believe the state’s public schools are meeting the needs of all 
children (34% agree / 51% disagree). This is especially true among voters age 18-34 and Democrats, 
and in HD4. 
 
Nearly two-thirds of respondents think some sort of school choice should be allowed. Only 30% want to 
stick with the traditional public schools model, while 24% support allowing parents to customize their 
child’s education, and 42% support investing in both of the previously mentioned models. At least some 
form of school choice is particularly popular with voters age 35-49, Republicans, African-Americans, 
and in CD3. 
 
Respondents overwhelmingly agree that parents should be able to choose the education option that 
best fits their child’s needs (72% agree) and that they should be the primary decision-makers when it 
comes to their child’s education (66% agree). Both of these beliefs are especially true among voters 
age 35-49 and Republicans, and in HDs 4 and 79. 
 
Tax credits for education donations are very popular. 
Getting to the heart of the matter, a vast majority of respondents support tax credits for donations to 
nonprofits that provide scholarships to low- and middle-income students for the school of their choice 
(56% support) and/or grants to public schools that serve low- and middle-income students (61% 
support).  
 

School of Choice Scholarship Donation Tax Credit Heatmap: 

 
Public School Grant Donation Tax Credit Heatmap:

 

 
 
 



 

 
Support for both is above 50% among all key demographic groups. In fact, support is 60% or higher for 
school of choice scholarship donation tax credits among 18-34-year-olds, African-Americans and other 
minorities, parents whose children aren’t in public school, and in CD3. Support is above 65% for public 
school donation tax credits among 18-34-year-olds, Democrats, and in CD3.  
 
The fact that the tax credits would benefit low- and middle-income students is also impactful, making 
61% more likely to support them based on that fact. This is especially true among African-Americans 
and Democrats but holds across all key demographics.  
 
When it comes to COVID-19, the economy is more concerning than public health. 
At this point in the COVID-19 pandemic, the economic impact is more concerning to Arkansans than 
the public health impact (54% econ / 40% health). Only voters age 65 and older, people in CD2, 
Democrats, and African-Americans are more concerned about the health impact than the economic 
impact.  
 
METHODOLOGY: This probabilistic survey was conducted February 19 - 22, 2021, with 1,000 
registered voters. It has a margin of error of ±3.10%. Interviews were conducted using Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR) to landline phones, and voters received invitations to participate in the survey via SMS 
and email with a secure link tied to their voter record. This survey was weighted to a registered voter 
universe. 
 
ABOUT CYGNAL: Cygnal is an award-winning national public opinion and predictive analytics firm 
that pioneered multi-mode polling, peer-to-peer text collection, and Political Emotive Analysis. Cygnal 
was recently named the #1 Republican private pollster by Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight, as well as the 
#1 most accurate polling and research firm in the country for 2018 by The New York Times. Its team 
members have worked in 47 states and countries on more than 1,500 corporate, public affairs, and 
political campaigns. 
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